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.Radzagio in the Weloowon or bamboo-grove monastery.
That spot was fixed upon as the fittest for the holding of
the assembly. Adzatathat summoned to his 'presence the
most skilful workmen, and commanded them to exert all
their skill and talents in erecting a hall worthy of the
assembly that was to meet within its precincts. The
ground was first encircled with a fence. A fine flight of
steps, made with the utmost care, led from the bottom of
the hill to the spot, where was built the magnificent hall,
decorated with a profusion of the, choicest, ornaments, and
surpassing in beauty and elaborate work the stately dwell-
ings of princes. Five hundred mats for the accommodation
of the religious were disposed in the south of the hall.
The seat of the -president was placed opposite, in-the
northern part. In the cent.re, but facing the east, a seat
resembling a pulpit was raised; upon it was laid a beau-
tiful fan, made of ivory. When the work was finished,
Adzatathat informed Kathaba that the work was com-
pleted, and the hall ready for the projected meetings.

It was on the full 7110011 of the Wakhaong (August) that
the first conference was to take, place and the council to
be opened. On the day previous some Italians made a
remark on the. circumstance of Auanda being allowed to
become a member of the council, though lie was but a
Thautapan, and had still to ascend the three other steps
of Thakadagan, Anagan, and Kahanda before lie became
an A rah at. This remark, made with very little moderation,
greatly affected and grieved the tender heart of Ananda.
No time was to be lost; he knew that on the following
day the council would be opened, and he could scarcely
hope to be tole.rated as an exception in the midst of Ids
brethren. He withdrew to a quiet and retired place, and
resolved to do his utmost to obtain that which he felt he
was in need of. He began to meditate with much atten-
tion ; but the desired object of his wishes was as yet far
from him. He thought of Buddha. Whilst lie was con-
tinuing his mental labour until midnight, he heard a voice